New move in fight to
eep centre off green
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PROTESTORS have enlisted the help of |
envxmnmcnuﬂ campaigner David Plum- |
stead in their battle to prevent Hythe |
council build a community centre on the |

town’s green. | 55

A prhslc mccung last night (Wednesday)
resulted in plans being drawn up in the battle
against the proposals.

Mr Plun&cnd from Lympne, fronted his en-
vironmental group Greensword during the public
inquiry into the Romney Marsh bypass plan

He said: “I have been asked by Hythe pt*oplc to
help them in their bid to \nap the community
centre being built on the

“The council is wrong- Neaded. ih thinking it
should be there. It has not thought the matter
through, especially in connection with the coven-
ant on the green.

“The council scems to think that because a
covenant reaches a certain age it is no longer—
valid.”
7‘Mr Plumstead said he was interested in reports
hat there was a beneficial connection between a
upermarket coming to Hythe and building a
ommunity centre on the green.

Mr Plumstead said hc felt lh1he council had
adly judged the way the high street was going. He
aid the high street did not nced a store like
seland, which opened last week.

Mr Plumstead said: “We need more local stores,
ke an ironmongers.

“1 also feel more could be made of the existing
:entres in Hythe. The Canon Newman hall should
> promoted and used. There is no real need for a
community centre."”

A town meeting is being organised by the
protestors following the decision by the council to
put the community centre on the green.

Kentish Express,

Trust chairman criticised
over letter of resignation

G

GEOFFREY Roberts,
chairman of the Hythe
Community Centre Trust
set up to run the scheme to
build on Hythe Green, has
resigned.

He gave in his resig-
nation at a meeting of the
trustees on Wednesday.
September 27 butin a letter
10 the Herald dated Sep-
tember 22, Mr Roberts said
he had resigned on Sep-
tember 15 —a full four
days before” the Town

Meeting to discuss the
Green project was held.
But Mr Roberts attended
that meeting and was duly
introduced as trust chair-
man and mvucd o speak
on the plan:
He lold lhc Herald this
k: **The town council
invited me to attend the
mecting and answer ques-
tions. It was my last duty as
chairman.
““The mayor, Eilcen
Bailey, and Geoffrey Par-

a

z

{ridge.” Vice-chairman of

the “trust, knew 1 had
resigned but would attend
the meeting.

**1 didn't makc my
resignation public because
it would have caused a
great deal of uncertainty. 1
didn't want the trustees to
see it in the press and it
would have been quite
chaotic to try to tell them
before the mecting.”

Mr Panridge, who is
also a town councillor,
said: **Officially, he didn’t
rv:ﬂg:\ until he tabled his
resignation at a trust meet-
ing. Until then he had to
carry eul the chairman's
duties.”

Mrs Bailey would not
comment on whether she
knew Mr Roberts had
resigned. before the
meeting.

Garry Muers, chairman
of the Hythe Green Preser-
vation Socicty, said: *‘He
was invited to the meeting
as the chairman but if he
had resigned four days
carlier he shouldn't have
been in the building let
alone allowed to speak. It's
outrageous.'’

‘Unsatisfactory’

N

turning out to ‘be no
improvement.”"  He also
criticised councillors Chris
Capon and Wendy Harris
who, he said, had cam-
paigned publicly and pri-
vately against the centre.,

But Mr Capon hit back
saying: *'It is up to him
what he thinks of Hythe
Town Council but what
matters most is what the
people of Hythe think.

““How can a man who
has resigned go to a public
mecting as chairman of a
trust when he no longer
holds that position?"

Ms Harris said: *‘Mr
Roberts should know by
now that if I have sup-
ported people in a cam-
paign I am not likely to
tum my back on them at
the first fence.””

© GARRY Muers is due
to resign as chairman of the
HGPS next week. He said:
“‘We are going to for-

there were only about ten
members. Now there are
many more and we have.to
set up a committec and'do.
it .n propcrly. Twill resign

hopc members wxll

!!fltc( me." A

Mr Roberts resigned just
days-after the town coun-
cil's finance and general
purposes committec
refused to transfer £10.000
from the council's com-
munity centre fund to the
trust-because the trust had
yetto be registered with the
Charities Commission.

Mr Robents said: *“There
are so many things for
which the trust will need
the' council's agreement
and its support is totally
unsatisfactory.™

His letter slammed town
councillors for being
‘easily diverted from
mature business thinking'.

It read: **For a few years
now the town council's
work has been degraded by
pseudo-politics and pet-

tiness. The new council is
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Report by Bryher Goiding Barrett
THE controversial plan to build a com-
munity centre on Hythe Green has been
thrown out by council planners.

In an amazing twist all three Hythe town
councillors on Shepway's development control
committee were denied the chance to speak and
vote because the application had been made in the ~
name of Hythe Town Council. %

Councillors Chris Capon, Wendy Harris and John
Spencer were all forced to declare an interest and left the
council chamber. Ms Hamis told committee chairman
Dick Pascoe she was ‘very ui about it”.

But after the meeting Hythe's mayor Eileen Bailey
said the decision to submit the application in the name of|
Hythe Town Council had been agreed by councilloss. |

Outside the council chamber eny cam-
paigner David Plumstead. i
10 protect Hythe Green. said: *'I was very disappointed
the Hythe town councillors weu not allowed to speak.

Asked to leave

“*It cannot bc in the public interest that Iheonly three
district on that whe
the ;xopk wmmmnmmﬂz«mmm

& HymeTwnCoumlcmx:dlheﬁ by putting.
the application in the way it did. Itéffectively gagged the.
only three Hythe munnllon at the. meeting should
have been representing the peopkmdllhhkhm
fundamentally

Al the m«nng gowcilkr Alan Rocts (I.Ib Ikm.

rcruscd He sa:d' *‘1 am not happy vnlh atall ndl
think our policy to retain mmoml m’ Mb&;
protected in this viclnity.
“If there was a proven need fumhn.whtbk
don't think there is. then it might be different.”
Councillor Robert Lud! (l.!b. mmey)w
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