Community centre'
on green plan fails

CONTROVERSIAL plans to build by Jane Barlow
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A poll of 11,000 residents will still go ahead. It will be from 4 to 9pm on Th , October.
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The grounds of rejection were that The Green
provides @ unique recreational opportunity in
fythe for which Shepway council considers there
is no adequate alternative. Nor does the coundil
consider that a community centre will be of
equivalent community benefit to the open space
which would be lost.

Also, the proposal would have resulted in an
<atisfactory loss of recrcational open space
contrary to policies in the local plan. | 4

The decision was welcomed by concerned
families who had packed the public gallery.

A petition of 233 names stating that The Green
should remain a recreation area had been sent to
Shepway council. There were also 260 letters sent
by local residents objecting to the lack of consulta-
tion, loss of open space, noise disturbance and
stating there were already existing venues. ',

When the planning application was being dis-
cussed, Hythe town councillors -who-sre ialso

bers of the control
had to lcave the room because they were con-
sidered to have an interest in the scheme. Clir’|
Wendy Harris stated she was not happy that town
councillors could not speak on the issuc.

Clir Alan Roots proposed refusal of the plans.
He said: "I am not happy with this plan at all. Our.
policies say we should protect open spaces. If
there was a proven need for another hall, which I
don't think there is, it would be different.”

Before the mecting the  chairman of Hythe
Community Centre Trust resigned after just two
months. Geoffrey Roberts of Saltwood cited the
inabiiity of i council to support the trust it iseif
created as his reason for resigning.

Mr Roberts said: “The council is not capable of




